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in this concise scholarly work mohammad ali shomali outlines the distinguishing
features of the twelver shia school of islamic thought which is based on the teachings
of the household of the prophet he focuses on the textual sources of shii thought and
the leading doctrines of shiism both those which are shared with other muslims and
those that are unique to shiism such as the emphasis on divine justice the imamate
and the infallibility of the imams concluding with a useful survey of shia demographics
devotional practices and holy sites this readable work answers many common
questions about the origins history and beliefs of shii muslims with an emphasis on
spirituality and rationality timely and relevant given the focus on shii muslims in the
world media today

this book is set in the era of prophet muhammad when the revolution of islam began
to take root in the arabian desert and when the prophet of allah had established the
islamic state of madinah to secure the future and the destiny of the muslims as the
prophet s life was coming to an end he had the option of either choosing a successor
or leave that decision to his companions and followers the book tackles this key
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question head on which eventually resulted in the formation of sunni and shia schools
of thought that we see today in the muslim ummah it offers an introduction to shia
islam based on the historical islamic events today shia islam is followed by millions of
muslims worldwide yet many people know little about the shia faith its early history
beliefs and practices the book discusses and explains the role of imam ali in relation to
the early caliphs the stand of imam hussain in the tragedy of karbala and the events of
ashura which are central to the shia identity it also highlights the political differences
between sunni vs shia muslims which took place after the demise of prophet
muhammad

shia islam is a central issue in contemporary politics often associated with iran shiite
communities actually exist in many islamic countries focusing on the other shiites
outside iran this book offers a survey of their diversity and multiplicity in the last two
centuries the contributions cover three major topics the first part deals with the
relationship of shia minorities to the sunni regimes secondly the public affirmation of
their identities through specific rituals and social attitudes is analysed finally the third
part of this volume examines the strengthening of these identities through traditional
religious rituals and cultural performances or through the re interpretation and
adaptation of these to present day life coming from various academic backgrounds the
authors have used different methodologies and have been engaged in field work

the making of shia ayatollahs offers both insider and outsider views of how a scholar
becomes an ayatollah in shia islam how ayatollahs suggest diverse perspectives on
faith and how the grand ayatollahs are recognized by a balance of many factors
including piety scholarship popularity and networking this book consists of two parts
the first begins with the core value of knowledge in islam and the ulama s
interpretation of jurisprudence and the subjects values and methodology they have
developed and are applying to challenges found in the faithful practices in modern life
the author reveals the mechanisms of madrasa hawza their curricula and the
recognition of a scholar as an ayatollah the second part elaborates the rich and
sometimes bitter pluralism and debate within the community of ayatollahs regarding
topics including denominational identity and intra faith work sufism and mysticism
philosophy falsafa and wisdom modernization and the west political power and
government and women in public life after providing a historical background on each
subject the author takes the reader into the heart of current debates among ayatollahs
in qum mashhad najaf and beirut without sacrificing accuracy and originality to
educate a wide range of readers

an introduction to the ideas and practices of this little known shia religious community

for the public at large shi ism often implies a host of confused representations
suggesting more often than not obscurantism intolerance political violence and other
ignominies running hot or cold in response to world events in fact for many people shi
ism stands for radical islam or worse islamic terrorism in some respects nothing is
more familiar than shi ism and yet nothing is more misunderstood for some twenty
years the media have increased their coverage of the phenomenon never or only rarely
do they formulate the question we ask here what is shi ism what is this belief that
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inspires millions of people dispersed throughout the world this book provides a broad
based introduction to shi i islam it examines what the shi i believe how they see
themselves and how they view the world it includes a thorough examination of
doctrine philosophy the shi i approach to the qur an and the historical evolution of shi
ism as a branch of islam too often and too quickly the conclusion is drawn that shi ism
is @ marginal heretical sect fundamentally alien to the deeper truth of the great religion
of islam thrust by historical accident onto the political stage shi ism either speaks the
truth of islam meaning that it is a truth of terror or it is entirely foreign to islam and
therefore merits outright rejection as islamic fundamentalists and some individuals
repeatedly claim this book intends to explain why such common misunderstandings of
shi ism have taken root written in an accessible format and providing a thorough
overview of shi ism this book will be an essential text for students and scholars of
islamic studies or iranian studies

shi i islam with its rich and extensive history has played a crucial role in the evolution of
islam as both a major world religion and civilization the prolific achievements of shi i
theologians philosophers and others are testament to the spiritual and intellectual
wealth of this community yet shi i studies has unjustly remained a long neglected field
despite the important contribution that shi ism has made to islamic traditions only in
recent decades partially spurred by global interest in political events of the middle east
have scholars made some significant contributions in this area the study of shi i islam
presents papers originally delivered at the first international colloquium dedicated
exclusively to shi i studies held in 2010 at the institute of ismaili studies london within
the book are eight sections namely history the qur an and its shi i interpretations
hadith law authority theology rites and rituals and intellectual traditions and
philosophy each section begins with an introduction contextualizing the aspects of
studying shi i islam particular to its theme before going on to address topics such as
the state of the field methodology and tools and the primary issues with which
contemporary scholars of shi i studies are dealing the scope and depth here covered
makes this book of especial interest to researchers and students alike within the field
of islamic studies the volume benefits from the diverse expertise of nearly 30 world
class scholars including mohammad ali amir moezzi meir m bar asher farhad daftary
daniel de smet gerald r hawting nader el bizri etan kohlberg wilferd madelung andrew
newman ismail k poonawala sabine schmidtke and paul e walker

understanding shia islam a deeper exploration volume 2 building on the foundation
laid in volume 1 this second volume dives deeper into the beliefs history and practices
of shia islam addressing persisting misconceptions and contemporary issues the first
volume explored the historical origins of shia islam tracing its roots to the time of
prophet muhammad pbuh and key events that shaped its development it provided
clarity on core shia doctrines and practices debunked myths and aimed to foster
understanding and respect for shia muslims among a broader audience the feedback
from volume 1 was overwhelmingly positive with readers expressing appreciation for
the depth and clarity of information this response underscored the need for a more
detailed exploration of shia islam leading to the creation of volume 2 goals and focus
of volume 2 exploring theological and historical depths volume 2 seeks to uncover the
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nuanced and intricate theological dimensions of shia islam it examines the evolution of
doctrines their spiritual significance and the rich traditions that define shia practices
addressing contemporary misconceptions in light of modern geopolitical events and
media portrayals new stereotypes about shia islam have emerged this volume
provides evidence based explanations to counter these ensuring a factual
understanding of the faith fostering unity among muslims by bridging the gaps
between islamic sects the book emphasizes mutual respect and the need for a
cohesive muslim community it highlights the importance of informed dialogue in
overcoming sectarian divisions and fostering unity in the ummah a journey towards
deeper understanding volume 2 is designed to be an enlightening resource for readers
seeking a comprehensive understanding of shia islam it covers historical milestones
theological debates and contemporary challenges while reinforcing the importance of
mutual respect and unity among muslims the series aims to create

moderate and balanced muslims fundamentalists and terrorists shias and sunnis these
labels are household words throughout the world these days ordinary people come
across these groups often through the news media some certainly are keen to learn
more about the muslims in general many of whom are their next door neighbors the
book though written with a focus on the high school age group also provides enough
knowledge to anyone who is interested in grasping the basics of shia islam it is
concisely written to provide a clearer picture of the shia beliefs and its take on various
matters the author wishes to create understanding and bridge the gap between the
various ethnic and religious groups via this book the shias the followers of true islam
over the centuries have been marginalized by force or coercion the shias are a
pluralistic all inclusive non violent and tolerant community who adhere to their roots
adore their beliefs and admire their independence of thought and action within the
boundaries of islam the shias follow the viable advice of their leader imam ali the son
in law of islam s last prophet who once counseled one of his governors to be respectful
kind fair and tolerant to both muslims because they are his brothers in faith as well as
to non muslims because they are his brothers in humanity and that is the overall gist of
shiaism this book is an attempt to provide a sample of the same

this book is a treatment of shi a islam from the emic or inside perspective of shi a islam
itself as opposed to the perspective of orientalism or of comparative religion or
sociology or some other branch of the humanities with their modern western
perspectives all of which are philosophical approaches in the sense that they have
philosophical rather than religious underpinnings and therefore do not strictly
speaking deal with the religion itself as it is understood by the clerisy of its
practitioners but do so from a perspective and ideological framework that is alien and
indeed antithetical and at times hostile to it the true origins and teachings of shi a
islam is perhaps the first major work which is a single volume treatment of the religion
of shi a islam as such which approaches the subject not only from an insider s
perspective but one that is also comparative comparing and contrasting the origins
and teachings of shi a islam with that of the mainstream or majoritarian strain to put it
another way sabah bayati s major contribution to islamic studies and shi a studies in
particular deals with the intellectual and specifically theological history of islam as
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opposed to its political and military history which is the usual focus of western and
orientalist approaches which have not really understood islam s early intellectual and
theological history and are thus at a loss as to be able to explain it the book is divided
into six chapters the first discusses what islam and submission to the will of god mean
the second discusses the sources of religion authority and how sonni and shi a islam
differ on this point i e the crucial question of the difference between nass and ejtehad
and how these two different takes bear on the definition of islam i e on submission to
the will of god chapters three and four provide a detailed discussion of the origin of shi
a islam and its early development a brief shi a creed is also provided chapter five
discusses the deviated and extremist sects which shi a islam s enemies have associated
with it and disambiguates shi a islam from them and finally chapter six discusses some
additional false memes which the disingenuous and or uninformed have associated
with shi a islam including the abdollah b saba meme and the meme of the supposed
persian origin of shi a islam

the lights of heaven summarizes all the concepts beliefs traditions and history of shia
islam so that anyone from beginner to expert can understand it it talks about the
existence and proof of god refutes various claims made against the prophet gives a
vivid description of the religion of islam after the demise of the holy prophet explains
the events before and after karbala in great detail and most importantly refutes
falsehood while upholding to the truth in a way that summarizes the religion of quran
and ahlulbayt indulge yourself in the ocean of knowledge by finding out how the
muslims treated the household of the prophet after his death evidence for the
concepts in shia islam and how peace can be achieved in the world through the quran
and my peace theory

interest in shi a islam has increased greatly in recent years although shi ism in the
indian subcontinent has remained largely underexplored focusing on the influential shi
a minority of lucknow and the united provinces a region that was largely under shi a
rule until 1856 this book traces the history of indian shi ism through the colonial period
toward independence in 1947 drawing on a range of new sources including religious
writing polemical literature and clerical biography it assesses seminal developments
including the growth of shi a religious activism madrasa education missionary activity
ritual innovation and the politicization of the shi a community as a consequence of
these significant religious and social transformations a shi a sectarian identity
developed that existed in separation from rather than in interaction with its sunni
counterparts in this way the painful birth of modern sectarianism was initiated the
consequences of which are very much alive in south asia today

cover shi a islam ideologies beliefs and more

the history of islam in kashmir has been dominated by the sectarian tensions between
sunnis and shii muslims when muslim rule ended in 1820 sikh and later hindu dogra
rulers gained power but the country was still largely influenced by sunni religious
orthodoxy this book traces the impact of sunni power on shii society and how this
changed during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries the book identifies a
distinctive kashmiri shii islam established during this period hakim sameer hamdani
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argues that the shii community Os religious and cultural identity was fostered through
practices associated with the martyrdom of imam hussain and his family in karbala as
well as other rituals of islam in particular the construction and furore surrounding
marak the historic imambara a shia house for mourning of the imam of kashmir s shiis
the book examines its destruction the ensuing shii sunni riot and the reasons for the
shii community s internal divisions and rifts at a time when they actually saw the strong
consolidation of their identity the first study dedicated to shia islam in kashmir the
book also sheds light on the emergence of the more ecumenical muslim outlook we
see in kashmir today

the origins and belief of shia islam the origins and belief of shia islam delves into the
rich history core beliefs and foundational events that shaped the shia branch of islam
the book traces the origins of shia islam back to the early years following the death of
prophet muhammad pbuh and the crucial moment of leadership succession that gave
rise to the shia sunni division focusing on the central role of imam ali the prophet s
cousin and son in law and the concept of imamate the book explains how shia muslims
believe that leadership in islam was divinely appointed through the family of the
prophet beginning with ali it explores the significance of the twelve imams who are
seen as the rightful spiritual and temporal successors to the prophet the book further
examines the theological differences that distinguish shia beliefs from other islamic
sects particularly the emphasis on martyrdom justice and resistance which are
symbolized through the tragic event of karbala and the martyrdom of imam hussain a
defining moment for shia identity in addition the text sheds light on key rituals such as
ashura and the mourning practices associated with it alongside shia interpretations of
islamic law eschatology and the concept of mahdism which refers to the belief in the
coming of the mahdi a savior figure who will restore justice through historical context
and theological analysis the origins and belief of shia islam provides a comprehensive
understanding of shia thought its evolution and its significant role within the broader
spectrum of islamic history the book aims to clarify misconceptions and provide a
balanced perspective on shia practices and their spiritual significance for the muslim
world

for the public at large shi ism often implies a host of confused representations
suggesting more often than not obscurantism intolerance political violence and other
ignominies running hot or cold in response to world events in fact for many people shi
ism stands for radical islam or worse islamic terrorism in some respects nothing is
more familiar than shi ism and yet nothing is more misunderstood for some twenty
years the media have increased their coverage of the phenomenon never or only rarely
do they formulate the question we ask here what is shi ism what is this belief that
inspires millions of people dispersed throughout the world this book provides a broad
based introduction to shi i islam it examines what the shi i believe how they see
themselves and how they view the world it includes a thorough examination of
doctrine philosophy the shi i approach to the qur an and the historical evolution of shi
ism as a branch of islam too often and too quickly the conclusion is drawn that shi ism
is a marginal heretical sect fundamentally alien to the deeper truth of the great religion
of islam thrust by historical accident onto the political stage shi ism either speaks the
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truth of islam meaning that it is a truth of terror or it is entirely foreign to islam and

therefore merits outright rejection as islamic fundamentalists and some individuals

repeatedly claim this book intends to explain why such common misunderstandings of

shi ism have taken root written in an accessible format and providing a thorough

overview of shi ism this book will be an essential text for students and scholars of

islamic studies or iranian studies
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